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FROSTY DREW  
NATURE CENTER  
& OBSERVATORY

62 Park Lane
P. O. Box 160
Charlestown 

RI  02813

401-364-9508
www.frostydrew.org

Yes! I support Frosty Drew! 
q Membership ($25 Individual; $45 Family)

q Annual Giving Campaign $___________

q Bimini Scholarship $___________

Name _________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________

E-mail ________________________________________________________________

I would like to receive information by e-mail about    q All events

q Observatory   q Nature Center   q Classic 5K   q Sea Star Marketplace

q I would like to volunteer (please call me!)

Thank you! Please make checks payable to FROSTY DREW 
MEMORIAL FUND, and mail to Frosty Drew Nature Center & 
Observatory, P.O. Box 160, Charlestown, RI  02813. We are a 
recognized 501(c)(3) charitable organization. 

Will your employer match your contribution? ____________   
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Issue 3 Newsletter of the Frosty Drew Nature Center & Observatory Fall 2011
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Observatory News

As it has every year since 1988, this past year astronomers opened 
the observatory’s dome to the public free of charge every clear 

Friday night. Astronomers also opened the dome when major events, 
such as Rhythm & Roots, were 
held in the park and, on other oc-
casions, presented a number of 
special programs—each one in-
formative and fun. 

For example, we joined obser-
vatories around the world in teach-
ing about the Moon, paid tribute to 
Halloween, held “meteor” nights, 
celebrated a lunar eclipse and the 
winter solstice, held a Valentine’s 
Day party, conducted a “Messier 
Marathon,” served cake for Nep-
tune’s birthday, and celebrated 
Edwin “Frosty” Drew’s birthday 
with Frosty’s brother John and 
John’s wife Sue. We were proud to 
give visitors a sense of who Frosty 
was and recount all he did for the 
environment in Rhode Island. 

In January, Observatory Di-
rector Francine Jackson held a 
series of classes in astronomy that 
were well received. This year, in 
early December, Scott MacNeill, 
Associate Observatory Director, 

will conduct classes on how to purchase a telescope and how to use it 
(see page 5 for details). 

We are pleased to announce an exciting new partnership with the 
URI Planetarium. Programs will be offered to the public once a month 
in the Planetarium for a small fee (a fundraiser for both organizations). 

Finally, on public Friday nights, astronomers will introduce in the 
Sky Theatre, using images taken through our 16-inch telescope, the 
planets, stars, and deep-sky objects that visitors will be seeing. Visi-
tors will then be able to see these objects in the Observatory. n

The sky over Charlestown is one of very few places 
in Rhode Island where the Milky Way can still 
be seen. People come from near and far to see 
Charlestown’s sky and view objects through the 
telescope at Frosty Drew. (Photo by David Kerber)

The Loki, the bottom part of the rocket 
launched from Ninigret park in 1999. A model 
of the two-stage rocket is seen behind. 

Eagle Scout Project
Chariho senior Matt Duerr 
researched the launch in No-
vember 1999 of a Loki/Viper 
rocket by NASA from Ninigret 
Park—part of NASA’s Project 
Comet Chaser—and created a 
PowerPoint presentation sum-
marizing his research. In addi-
tion, Matt led his scout troop 
in restoring the bottom part of 
the rocket, which is on display 
in the Sky Theatre. 


